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WHAT IS A SCHOOL-PARENT AND FAMILY COMPACT? 
A School-Parent Compact for Achievement is an agreement developed jointly by parents, students and teachers that 
follows the federal guidelines as stated in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The compact explains how parents 
and teachers will collaborate to make sure all students reach or exceed grade-level standards. 

 
 
COMMITMENT FROM OUR SCHOOL 
We are committed to: 

• Helping parents understand what children are learning and doing in their classrooms by informing parents in a 
timely manner about their child's progress and sharing information during curriculum nights. 

 

• Supporting parent participation in learning activities by hosting engaging curriculum nights. 
 

• Providing several methods for regular teacher-parent communication, so that parents are kept up-to-date 
on their child(ren)’s progress by providing conferences, newsletters, e-mail, Class Dojo communications, 
and Connect Ed messages. 

 

• Providing regular tips on home learning with the support of Guilford County School’s Guilford Parent 
Academy by sharing with parents and inviting them to events. 

 

• Ensuring that the language and format of the School-Parent Compact and other information regarding 
school activities are family-friendly by translating correspondences and interpreting Connect Ed 
messages. 

 

• Providing parents the opportunity in developing and revising the school compact by inviting parents to School 
Based Leadership Team meetings and welcoming feedback. 

 

• Building the capacity of school staff to support parent and family engagement by fostering positive relationships 
through activities planned throughout the school year. 

 

• Communicating with parents if/when concerns about academics or behavior arise by contacting parents in a 
timely manner and responding to incoming messages (e-mail, Class Dojo, voice mail) within 24 business 
hours. 

 
COMMITMENT FROM PARENTS AND FAMILY 
As parents and family members invested in the education of our children, we promise to: 

 

• Be responsible for supporting our children’s learning at school by ensuring our child(ren) arrive on time and 
stay until dismissal, registering with the GCS Parent Assist/PowerSchool portal to monitor students' progress 
in each class, and signing up for and monitoring Class Dojo, a school communication platform used by 
Southern Elementary and its families. 

 

• Be responsible for supporting our children’s learning at home by creating and prioritizing time for homework, 
reading, and signing daily reading logs. Monitoring and supporting remote learning at home by assisting 
child(ren) with accessing on-line materials. 
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COMMITMENT FROM STUDENTS 
As students who want a first-class education, we promise to: 
 

• Be responsible and take ownership of learning at school by displaying SOAR behaviors, completing 
assignments, and asking for help when needed. 
 

• Be responsible and take ownership of learning at home by reading for at least 30 minutes daily and completing 
homework. 

 

• Be responsible for attending live class and submitting assignments when learning remotely. 
 
 
 

PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 
We value our partnerships with all stakeholders and are proud of the many opportunities available for parents to be 
actively involved in the school and activities to support their child. This year, families will be invited to: 
 

• Parent and family opportunities to volunteer include helping from home, virtually, in-person if allowed, and 
assisting with special events. 

 

• Parents and family members can take part in and observe classroom activities by requesting a virtual visit, and 
attending curriculum nights. Parents will receive a weekly grade-level newsletter highlighting what is being 
taught in the classroom. 

 

• Parents should attend and participate in parent conferences to discuss and gain an understanding of what their 
child(ren) is learning at school. 

 

• Parents will receive reports on their child(ren)'s progress every 4.5 weeks. Parents are encouraged to register 
on the PowerSchool system to monitor their child's grades. Teachers will contact parents personally, in a 
timely manner, if concerns arise about their child's academic progress. 

 

• Parents will have reasonable access to staff and communication with teachers through Class Dojo, e-mail, 
telephone, and voice mail. Teachers and staff will make every effort to respond to parent communication within 
24 business hours. 

 

• Parents should attend the Annual Title I Meeting - Thursday, September 16, 7:30 am and 5:30 pm to learn 
more about our Title I Program. 

 

• Parents can attend several "social" events organized to foster positive relationships and build a strong learning 
community. 

 

• Parents will be invited to develop an understanding of the curriculum and learn about strategies for becoming 
a partner with the school to increase student success during our curriculum nights. Curriculum nights will be 
offered for math and literacy, held virtually or face-to-face as allowed. 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Southern Elementary strives to develop responsible students who are given the opportunity to achieve success in 
academic, personal, and social development in a safe and nurturing environment where caring and learning go hand in 
hand. By teaming the staff, students, families, and community, we bring out the highest potential in everyone. 
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